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March 13, 1998 


Captain Don Mauro 

Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department 
Homicide Bureau 

5754 Rickenbacker Road 

Los Angeles, California 90040 


Dear Captain Mauro: 


Re: S.I.D. File #: 100-8308/97-0516 
L.A.S.D. File #: 097-05166-1516-055 


The Special Investigations Division A County District Attorney's 
Office has completed its review of t! atal shooting of Daniel 
Lawrence Collins by Los Angeles County Deputy Sheriff's Roy Burns, Victor Clay, 
James Corrigan, Sergeant Jack Ewell, Thomas Lambrecht, James Nunley, Steven 


Remige and Morrie Zager. We have concluded that the deputies acted lawfully in 
self-defense and in defense of each other. 


The following analysis is based on reports prepared by the Los Angeles County 
Sheriff's Department, Homicide Bureau, submitted to this office on December 3, 
1997, an oral presentation by Sergeant Dave Watkins, and an examination of 
photographs taken at the scene of Collins’ death. No independent investigation has 
been conducted by members of this office. 


FACTUAL ANALYSIS 


Daniel Collins rented a portion of a building at 7869 Paramount Boulevard, Pico 
Rivera. The building is a large warehouse in which Collins and 

shared space. The owner of the building served Collins with an eviction notice 
ordering that he vacate the premises by June 9, 1997. On June 10, 1997, at 
approximately 8:15 a.m., when and other employees arrived for 
work, they noticed that the doors to the building were boarded or braced shut from 
the inside. 
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The Sheriff's Department was notified and several deputies from the Pico Rivera 
station responded. They were informed that Collins may have barricaded himself 
inside the warehouse. Several deputies were able to pry open a door and enter the 
building. Once inside, they carefully moved through the building looking for 
Collins. Sergeant Thompson, Deputy Giordano and others found Collins concealed 
in the northwest portion of the building. They ordered Collins to “Step out, let us 
see your hands”. Collins pointed a rifle at the deputies and yelled back, “Fuck you. 
Get the fuck out of here before I shoot you”. 


The deputies retreated, left the building, and called the Special Enforcement Bureau. 
Deputies from that unit arrived shortly after 11:00 a.m., and established a command 
post. Throughout the day, repeated efforts were made to contact Collins, all to no 
avail. Tape recorded messages from his mother and girlfriend were played for 
Collins, yet he did not respond. At approximately 3: 40 p.m., deputies attempted to 
enter the building, but were met by gunfire from Collins. 


Shortly after midnight, a remote controlled robot was sent into the building, but had 
to be removed when it was not able to maneuver within the tight confines of the 
area. Shortly after 1:00 a.m., with the assistance of an armored rescue vehicle, 
several deputies entered the building and began to search for Collins. The entire 
building was searched and ‘cleared’, except for a bathroom in the middle of the 
building. When deputies attempted to clear the bathroom, they were met by 
gunfire. Repeated efforts to flush Collins out by using tear gas failed. 


Deputy Raya fired a “breaching round” into the lock on the bathroom door. He was 
immediately fired upon by Collins from his position inside the bathroom. Raya 
retreated, and during the ensuing gun battle, was hit in the hand by a bullet. Raya 
was safely removed from the building. Raya’s partner, Deputy Martinez, was also 
hit by gunfire. He received a wound to his right hand. He too was removed to 
safety. 


At approximately 3:45 a.m., “hot gas”, a much more irritating form of tear gas, was 
forced into the bathroom where Collins was holed up. Almost immediately after 
the hot gas was fired into the bathroom, Collins initiated more gunfire. He came 
out of the bathroom firing a semi-automatic handgun at the deputies. The deputies 
named on page one of this letter returned fire from various locations within the 
warehouse. Collins fell to the ground, seriously wounded. Collins actually 
survived for a short period of time, but died in a helicopter on the way to a hospital. 


Investigators recovered an arsenal of weapons from the building, along with several 
hundred rounds of ammunition, some blasting caps, and explosives. They also 
recovered a police radio scanner and night vision goggles. Investigators 
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interviewed J , the J of Daniel Collins. , E Collins 


had a hatred toward police officers. Collins reportedly told his| that if the 
police ever came to arrest him again, they would have to kill him or he would kill 
them. 

Collins had a lengthy criminal record. He was on at the time of his 
death for 
and 


On June 12, 1997, Solomon L. Riley, M.D., Deputy Medical Examiner, performed an 
autopsy on the body of Daniel Collins. He ascribed the cause of death to multiple 
gunshot wounds. A toxicological analysis of Collins’ post-mortem blood 
determined the presence of 6.70 micrograms per milliliter of methamphetamine. 


CONCLUSION 


California law permits the use of deadly force in self-defense or in the defense of 
another if it reasonably appears to the person claiming the right of self-defense or 
the defense of another that he actually and reasonably believed that he was in 
imminent danger of great bodily injury or death. People v. Williams (1977) 75 Cal. 
App. 3d 731. 


In protecting himself or another, a person may use all force which he believes 
reasonably necessary and which would appear to a reasonable person, in the same or 
similar circumstances, to be necessary to prevent the injury which appears to be 
imminent. CALJIC 5.30. 5.32. 


Where the peril is swift and imminent and the necessity for action immediate, the 
law does not weigh into nice scales the conduct of the assailed and say he shall not 
be justified in killing because he might have resorted to other means to secure his 
safety. People v. Collins (1961) 189 Cal. App. 2d 575. 


Collins, by refusing to vacate the premises at 7869 Paramount Boulevard, Pico 
Rivera, initiated a stand-off that lasted approximately 19 hours. Repeated efforts to 
negotiate a peaceful resolution to the situation failed. From the reports presented to 
this office, it appears that deputies from the Special Enforcement Bureau made 
significant attempts to settle the stand-off without bloodshed. Unfortunately, two 
deputies were directly injured as a result of the gunfight with Collins. 


When Collins finally came out of the bathroom, he came out with a loaded .45 
caliber semi-automatic handgun. He still had the opportunity to surrender 
peacefully, yet chose to ‘shoot it out’ with the deputies. 
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It is the conclusion of this office that each of the named deputies were justified in 
using deadly force to protect themselves and fellow deputies. We are therefore 
closing our file and will take no further action in this matter. 


Sincerely yours, 


GIL GARCETTI 
District Attorney 


MICHAEL E. TRANBARGER 
Assistant District Attorney 
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